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Public Space

I The new Metro Station 20 will foster the
| development of Druzhbaand improve
|the living condition of its people. It is
both a new infrastructure and a social
I space forSofia. The name of the neigh-
I borhood “Druzhba” means “Friend-
I ship” so our project emphasizes the
| social interactions in the station, the
pedestrian streets and the squares.
Therefore we propose two public pla-
zas dedicated to Europe and Bulgaria,
I celebrating the 2007 membership into
| the European Union. They can be used
| for children’s playgrounds, markets,
fairs and art. The squares are the gath-
ering places for the people of the Dru-
| zhba neighborhood and their visitors.
I
[ We found in one of the symbols of the
country, the Bulgarian Rose, a geo-
metrical strategy: the Fibonacci Rose,
I based on the golden section. This fractal
I geometry gives shape and proportions
| the station,and is also thepavement ofall
the public spaces.A continuous sur-
face wraps the whole project,similar to
the work of the Bulgarian artist Christo
I Javacheff. It covers the sidewalk, the
I glass roof of the entrances, down the
walls of the station, the train platforms,
and climbs up to the ceiling of the station.
QOutside in the public spaces,the pedes-
| trian and bicycle fluxes are marked on
I the same grid with lights, inspired by the
| rivers that go through the Valley of Ros-
es. With its design, Station 20 integrates
four different kinds of traffic: pedestrian,
I bicycle, cars and train.It improves the
I mobility of the whole neighborhood -
| people can bike or walk to the station and
| then take the subway to the rest of Sofia.

I Subway Station
| The station and the surrounding pub-
| lic space are a new urban landscape,
| inspired by the nature of Bulgaria - val-
leys, rivers and mountains. The volume
of the entrances is an interpretation of
| the nearby Vitosha Mountain, which
I can also be seen from the station. One
[ side of it has steps and paved surface,
so that people can walk on it and look
around from a higher point of view.
IThis elevated podium is a place for
I speeches to an audience in the square
| or for musicians to make a concert.
| The other half of the entrance has a
glass roof,which brings natural light all
the way down to the subway platforms.
1
I The lobby on the mezzanine level is the
| intermediate space of the station. The
side windowsface the trains, so passen-
gers can see if their train is approach-
| ing the station. The lobby has a dynamic
I space, which directs the fluxes of peo-
| Ple departing and arriving.Below, the
subway platforms are an underground
public plazawith twosubmerged gar-
dens that bring nature and light until the
I bottom of the station. The sidewalls are
| used for temporary exhibitions or adver-
| tisement. Large-scale sculptures can be
placed in the double height space of the
gardens. They would be admired from
| the street and all around the station.
| Passengers are able to see the sky even
[ when they are at the level of the trains.
Construction and Sustainability
The vertical and horizontal structure of
I the station is made of reinforced con-
I crete. The 16m long prefabricated con-
| crete beamssupport the weight of the
lobby and the street. The surface that
wraps the station is made with perfo-
rated and colored aluminum panels.
IThey are used as a layer above the
| concrete and cover or expose the me-
| chanical installations and lights.All the
materials used in the station are du-
| rable and require low maintenance.
I The windows of the entrance skylights
| can open during the summer, which al-
lows natural ventilation and the exit of the
hot air. During the winter, the direct sun-
| light warms the interiorspaces. The sky-
I lights also bring natural lightinto the sta-
| tion, which saves electricity and makes
| the interior spaces bright and enjoyable.
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